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are being greeted by the Poles almost like friends. . . . Whe feeling in America is friendly to Germany. American public" opinion is indignant at the shameful manner in which we have been treated. . . . It is of the greatest importance to start insurrections in India and Egypt, also in the Caucasus. By means of the Treaty with Turkey the Foreign Office will be in a position to excite the fanaticism of Islam" No; this is no parody. It stands so in the Documents. The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs had actually wired to Constantinople the Mohammedan watchword: "// would be desirable to revolutionise the Caucasus"
Jagow vanished under the military forms, not only metaphorically. In shining groups they gather in the White Hall of the Palace; not round the throne, for that stood in lonely splendour between the windows, but at a suitable distance. Among the tall generals in field-grey the German Secretary of State picked his hesitating steps from group to group, his narrow shoulders bowed, listening, nodding, obviously seeking information everywhere, whereas he should have been the centre to which inquiries were directed. Bismarck's spirit was not visible; it was only long afterwards that Ballin's pregnant remark was understood: "A man need not have been a Bismarck to. prevent this most idiotic of all wars" The Kaiser hurled his curses against the sinful world: ''''The world is witness how unwearyingly we were in the first ranks of those who, in the stress and confusion of the last years, sought to spare the peoples of Europe a war between the Great Powers. . . . In self-defence, with clean consciences and clean hands we seize the sword" Doubtless he had long since forgotten that on the 5th of July he had promised. Austria unconditional support in her adventure. Doubtless he felt his cause to be holy and just, and issued his appeal to the world in complete good faith.. Such was his character.
That   afternoon,   two   hours   later,   the   Chancellor
. expounded to the Reichstag the origin of the conflict,
omitting, however, all the decisive factors. He thought the
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